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Animal Faces Goal: Create animal faces. You wi ll need: • Paper plates or construction paper 

• Glue sticks • Scissors 
What to Do: • Choose a favorite animal. What shapes do you see in the animal’s 

face? 
• Make the animal’s face with at least three di fferent shapes. What 

shapes will you use for the eyes, ears, mouth, snout, nose, horns, 

etc.? 
• Arrange the shapes on construction paper or a paper plate. 

• Layer and overlap the shapes. 
• Glue as you go!      More to Do: 

• Create an animal face. Work with a partner and take turns placing 

one shape at a time on a paper plate or construction paper. Neither 

person should say what animal they have in mind. Take no more 

than 6 turns each. What does the animal look like? 

• Create an animal face, but limit the number of times you can use a 

specific shape. For example, a circle can only be used twice, a 

square can only be used once, etc. 
Early Math Project 

Inspired by Color Zoo by Lois Ehlert
     !

AUTHOR: 

Lois Ehlert  

Color Zoo combines and 

builds upon shapes to 

create colorful, bold 

animal images. 

Ages: 0 to 5 years 

Interest Level:        

Infant to Kindergarten 

ATOS Reading Level: 

NA 

Lexile: NP 

ISBN: 9780694010677 

Copyright: 1998 

Genre: Fiction  

Classification: Picture 

Story Book 

EARLY MATH PROJECT LITERATURE REVIEW 

Color Zoo 

What shapes would you use to make a turtle? 

Topics: shapes, classification, geometry, tra
nsforming shapes, 

counting 

Math Connections: Use Color Zoo to introduce, identify, and 

play with shapes. Before you read, go through the book with your 

child and identify all the shapes they know by name (triangle, 

circle, square, rectangle, oval, heart, diamond, hexagon, 

octagon). 

Talk about the shapes and what makes each shape unique, for 

example, the number of sides and the number of corners. 

Compare the lengths of the sides. Find a shape that has no sides 

and no angles. Talk about how this shape, the circle, is different 

from the other shapes in this book. 

Classify the shapes by placing them into groups based on their 

attributes. Ask your child to recall and draw the shapes they saw 

throughout the book. Cut out the shapes and group them by 

attribute. Ask your child to explain how they grouped the shapes. 

Extension Questions: 

1. Where do you see shapes during the day? What types of 

shapes have you noticed in every day objects?  

2. Look at the ox, if the shapes were arranged differently would 

it still be an ox? What other shapes could you use to make an 

ox? What other shapes would you use to make a lion and a 

monkey? 

Vocabulary for 

Building Math 

Concepts 

circle, diamond, heart, hexagon, 

octagon, oval, rectangle, square, 

triangle 

Vocabulary for 

Extending 

Math Concepts 

classification, geometry, shapes, 

transformation 

Vocabulary for 

Reading 

Comprehension 

ox 

Early Math Project 
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Bedtime Math 
Bedtime Math FoundationF'01 #$50$@ 0)4/23$1% http://bedtimemath.org/bedtime-math-for-families/ INFANT/ EARLY 

TODDLER PRESCHOOL ELEMENTARY 

Audience: Educators, families, children,`>/3.( :>>$
Types of Resources: Activities, articles, blog, modules, resource lists, videos 

Availability in Other Languages: Some resources are available in Spanish.(%4"7B0/(&0") "- "5$#% Bedtime Math provides resources for educators, families, and children to support the math learning 
of children in preschool and early elementary school. Resources focus on how to integrate math 
into family routines and play. For example, a nightly math problem is posted on the website for 
families to solve with children during bedtime routines. Other resources include free math apps for 
children and kits for an after-school math club called Crazy 8s. The Bedtime Math website provides 
information and brochures for educators to promote family engagement in math. Most resources 
on the website are free, but the childrení s books are available for purchase.E+%")/0)$ $(#/A 7(&'%

Math Areas Addressed in Resource 

California Preschool Foundations Common Core Math StandardsF'01 $(#/A 7(&' (BB% Number Sense Counting & Cardinality 

Algebra & Functions Operations & Algebraic Thinking 

Measurement Number & Operations in Base Ten 

Geometry#$1"2#4$1 S$868;% Number & Operationsó Fractions 

Mathematical Reasoning Measurement & Data 

Geometry'"21$1 &'$ 503$"1% (#&04/$1; (4&050&0$1;%()3 "&'$# #$1"2#4$1%
503$"1T (5(0/(>/$ -"#%()3 7(G$1 &'$7% -#$$8%$(10/A (44$110>/$%&"%
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R(4' #$1"2#4$ 0)4/23$1 ( 1'"#&4#$(&05$%503$"1%&" #(01$ (32/&1< (@(#$)$11% -(70/0$18% 3$14#0B&0")%(>"2& &'$ &(#6$& (6$ /$5$/"- @(A1 &'$A 4() 12BB"#& 4'0/3#$)<1 7(&'%
S$868; 0)-()&1; &"33/$#1; B#$14'""/; $(#/AG)"@/$36$%()3 1G0//1%0) 3(0/A #"2&0)$1%()3%
$/$7$)&(#AT; &'$%(230$)4$%6#"2B(4&050&0$18 F'$1$ 503$"1 (#$ (44$110>/$ 0)%
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