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Lettering Logic
by Dave Youngs

AIMS Research Fellow

PUZZLE 
Corner

 Th is month’s Puzzle Corner activity challenges 
students to fi nd the “logic” or rule behind a pricing 
scheme for wooden letters when given a number 
of examples. In order to do this, students need to 
look carefully at the letters and the related costs 
and try to uncover the pricing logic used and then 
apply it to a new name and their own last names. 
Th e “challenge” name was deliberately chosen to 
honor Martin Gardner—one of the key fi gures 
in recreational mathematics from the 1950s on. 
Gardner wrote the “Mathematical Games” column 
for Scientifi c American from 1956 to 1981 and has 
published over 60 books, many of which deal with 
recreational mathematics—doing math just for the 
fun of it. Now in his early 90s, Gardner continues 
to write. You might want to do an Internet search 
to fi nd out more about this amazing man and his 
great contributions to recreational mathematics. 
(Wikipedia—the free online encyclopedia—has a 
good entry on Martin Gardner.)
 I hope that you and your class fi nd this puzzle 
challenging and enjoyable. Th e solution will appear 
in the next issue. If you need the solution before 
then, or have any other questions or comments, 
please contact me at dyoungs@fresno.edu or at 
the AIMS address found on the back cover of this 
magazine.

Last Issue’s Puzzle
 Connect Squares challenged students to fi ll square 
grids with numbers so that the same number did not 
appear more than once in any row or column. Th ey 
also had to make sure that the small numbers in the 
grid corresponded to the sums of the numbers in the 
connecting squares. Th e solutions are shown here. 
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The letters to make the name JONES cost $13.
The letters in SMITH cost $14.
The letters for ORTEGA cost $15.
The letters in VANG cost $11. 

How much would the letters in the name GARDNER cost? 

What would the letters in your last name cost? 

What is the rule that determines the price?

A store sells large individual wooden letters for signs to put on houses. The letters are 
priced according to a logical rule. Your challenge is to fi nd this rule. Use the information 
below to help you fi nd the rule and answer the questions. Show your work.
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